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Are There Really That Many Fish in The Sea?
by Layla Aldaas
(English 1101)

T

echnology is evolving and changing the way people interact with each other. This
advancement has changed the ideologies of the dating world. With so little time on our hands,
many of us have turned to online dating services. There have been copious amounts of
different ways that one can find a significant other with so little effort nowadays. Still the issue that
plays a key factor, is the danger that come with finding someone compatible. Online dating should be
taken with an exuberant amount of precaution. Not only do these sites and apps make a profit from
their users, there is little to no management on how these sites run. Therefore, a lot of people can be
at risk for their safety.
First and foremost, Online dating apps have rapidly become more accessible to the general
public. Meltzer exposes that, “Participation by those 18 to 24 has almost tripled since 2013, and
boomer enrollment has doubled” (39). That is a staggering amount of people that are becoming more
involved in the online dating world. There are numerous different dating apps to choose from:
Christian mingle, Grindr, OkCupid, etc., but one app in particular stands out over most, "Tinder."
This app is used to find people with just a swipe right (like) and swipe left (don’t like). Once you and
someone else swipe right on each other, you have matched! While this may seem like a simple well
thought out app, quite a few things can go wrong. For example, this app is mainly used for hookups
and non-serious relationships versus the other apps.
Meanwhile, apps are gaining oodles of money. For instance, on Match.com the said cost is,
“$21 per month for six months” (Meltzer 40). That is a large sum for maybe not even finding
someone that you are remotely interested in. They charge a monthly fee, which can really add up if
you don’t find someone quickly. As where apps like Tinder are free of cost (Meltzer 40), but are
usually presented to those seeking a hookup. The apps charging users money are more aimed towards
people wanting to have a lasting relationship. And when these apps are not charging money, they are
placing ads in your feed in order to suck you into purchasing things to make the app seem more
useful. Scott Kominers, Ph.D. mentions, “most dating sites have some misalignment between profit
model and user experience because they are financed through subscription fees or advertising”
(Meltzer 39). These sites could really care less if you found someone, all they are really after is your
money and your time.
The dating world can be a tricky place, but Tinder often makes that problem even worse.
There have been a few incidences that have made this statement truthful. Hines states, “It's romantic!
But as long as I'm still swiping through image reels, carefully cropped and culled, I'm mostly glad
I'm the real me: ready to run a late-night background check” (9). She herself had a situation where
she met someone on the dating app Tinder, and discovered that he was no more than an imposter
himself. He lied about his educational status as well as where he works (Hines 9). This being a prime
example of why you should always be a little apprehensive before you go on said date, and always do
a brief background check. If she herself had done that before meeting her date, she would have saved
herself the trouble of finding out the hard way who he truly was. Many users misrepresent who they
are, leading to some users having trust issues on who they meet online.
Furthermore, with online dating, you can come across people known as ‘Catfish.’ “Catfishing
is an online scam where a predator impersonates someone else to deceive a third party” (Heck 3).
Being “catfished” is very likely and easy to accomplish due to the advancement of technology. There
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have been countless incidences that still happen today. Because this epidemic has become enough of
a public interest, it has transformed into a reality television show made for others enjoyment. This
production exhibits the reality that many online users face. This show, known as Catfish has become
very popular with a more direct concern with a teenage population. The main hosts of the show are
Nev Shulman and Max Joseph. Nev Shulman was directly affected by this epidemic, known as
“catfishing”, which inspired him to assist others with the exact same problem. Rothman explains that,
“the number of people asking for help is on the rise" (59). The problem that surfaces is that more and
more people are becoming suspicious on who they really are talking to, it can be anyone
reciprocating your texts, calls and even Snapchats.
However, these sites are often deemed unsafe and cannot be trusted with the data that they
collect, true or not. Meltzer exposes that, “the data breach in 2015 of the extramarital affair site
Ashley Madison, which revealed user details including email addresses” (44). This epidemic led to
the loss of peoples jobs, money and tampered identities. This app has also had the reputation to be an
easy outlet for significant others to cheat on their spouses, because it is just that easy to hide behind a
screen, and from your relationship. With these companies collecting your data, you are putting
yourself at risk for hackers to seek out your information as well. “The FBI says Americans lost more
than $82 million to online dating fraud in the last six months of 2014” (Meltzer 44). The amount of
money that people have lost due to scams due to online dating is astounding. At this point there
should have been something to stop this from getting to the amount that it has reached.
In fact, there can be many issues with the way that users handle any online dating site. STD’s
and other diseases can be transmitted if the users are not being safe and communicating with these
strangers that they meet online. Many go on their first date expecting something that maybe the other
was not intending to happen. Without communication, someone can be scarred for life. Jackson
explicitly states, “20 MILLION is the estimated number of new cases of sexually transmitted
diseases occurring every year, and more than half of them are in people under 25” (96). This is a high
amount of people who are becoming affected by sexually transmitted diseases. If users are not
becoming more aware and safe of what actually goes on during these dates, the number of people
contracting these STD’s and anything else will surely rise. Geolocation also plays a huge role in the
online dating world. “Apps like Bumble, Grindr, or Tinder use things like your location and sexual
preference” (Meltzer 41). Basically you put what area you live in on the app. The app then generates
people in the same area who are looking for hookups as well. With having geolocation on it has
become increasingly easier for individuals to have casual sex and with the rise in STDs, this is
something that is a cause for concern.
Nevertheless, others have numerous intentions when it comes to online dating so, that you
can not just trust anyone that takes an interest in you. Rothman exposes that, “A 2008 study she cowrote found that 81% lie about their age, weight or height” (9). This is a staggering percentage that
many find very unlikely, but is indeed truthful. The fact that many people lie about simple
characteristics stated above, is just to show that people are overestimating how safe these apps really
are. This is quite surprising finding out that many are being misled by just simple facts, “Don’t
hesitate to search online using a suitor’s full name, to see whether his or her photos and claims match
his or her social media imprint” (Meltzer 44). This way you are not blindsided by the person you are
talking to.
Likewise, there have been a lot of reported incidents that have happened due to people
becoming too trusting to the individuals that they meet online. Many have also become victimized
and placed into uncomfortable situations which can be alarming, “Tinder is often blamed for killing
romance. But given how easily the pursuit of “The One” can veer into stalking and violence, perhaps
it is time for romance to get taken down a notch” (Robb). Some have gotten raped, brutally
murdered, and stalked because they were not taking the correct precautions when meeting strangers
off the web. One nurse was raped and murdered after meeting up with a man she met on Tinder. This
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sparked the attention of many. “Just two weeks later, the police say, Mr. Drayton raped and murdered
a young nurse he met on the dating app Tinder” (“Tinder Killer” 21). This story is very unfortunate
and goes to show that not everyone is safe to be with. It was also mentioned by Southall that, “But
law enforcement authorities say a Connecticut man used them to prey on women” (“Connecticut
Man” 19). Not only did this only happen to one user on the app, he was preying on other women as
well. These incidences all had something in common, lying and dating websites.
It should be noted, that when going on a date there are things to look out for as well as be
aware of. Meltzer clearly states, “Most sites offer common-sense tips on how to protect yourself,
including not sharing personal contact information right away and going on first dates in public
places. And if someone asks for money, don’t send it” (44). These are just a few of the many
different precautions one should take if even remotely thinking of meeting up with someone.
Mrs.Stewart was just one of the countless reported incidents that have been connected to the use of
online dating apps. If she would have been more cautious with meeting someone off the web, the
situation would have might turned out differently for her.
Any online dating app that you take part in can be risky; the best thing to do is to make sure
you are taking the correct safety precautions. Safety is the number one priority that anyone should
really pay attention to when going on these apps. You never know who is out there and what their
intentions might be. Finding someone is tricky, but making sure you are safe and secure is what
really can be difficult. The journey to finding the “one” has many obstacles and loopholes to jump
through. In the end when you are with someone it should be safe and never questioned. Be sure to
make sure to do those online background checks and meet at a public place. However, the question
still poses, are there really that many fish in the sea?
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